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By William M. ‘Bill’ Wood, Editor Caring For the Dead.. 
..For Some,  

A Way of Life!
Tradition in early Americana dictated that the care and perpetual disposition of a loved-one’s remains re-
ceived the same respect and consideration as the departed once enjoyed in life.  The effort and attention paid 
to the care of one’s final resting place, in-effect was interpreted as the highest tribute the living could render to 
honor the memory of the departed. 

While attending school in rural Calvert County, on our 15-mile trip to and from school, our bus route passed by 
a local church cemetery.  As we passed this particular cemetery, I remember the pristine condition of one par-
ticular gravesite. Located by the road on the edge of the cemetery, this one particular gravesite always ap-
peared as though it received constant care from the entire church congregation.  In fact, it was the tireless 
dedication of a fallen fireman’s bereaved mother. 

No matter what the season, holiday or not, this site was adorned with trimmed grass, clean and shining head-
stone, and flowers of many varieties, arranged and fashioned as if by the hands of a floral designer.  The gran-
ite headstone was clean and clear as a looking glass. 

This site compels the passer-by to notice the ever-vigilant care, devotion, and love dedicated to preserving this 
persons memory of how they lived, rather than how they died. 

Equally compelling to ponder as to how would this person’s final resting place appear had their loved-one not
tendered such affection and dedication.  Such is the case involving entire cemeteries, both public and private. 
Missing or defaced headstones, and mangled terrain that looks as though a lop-sided tiller went on its-own war-
path.
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Broken or missing flower vases, and no idea 
where the once-vertical cenotaphs actually be-
long. 

Without the ageless care and maintenance re-
quired to keep a cemetery presentable, many are 
doomed to the battering elements and inevitable 
neglect. 

In the October 2006 issue of FAMILY TREE MAGA-
ZINE, in an article written by Nancy Hendrickson,   
“No matter how well-intentioned, repairing a 
tombstone with caustic materials such as concrete 
or bleach does more harm than good.” “Water 
and a soft brush are the safest cleaning materi-
als.” Even well-intentioned family members, ge-
nealogists, and other maintenance efforts cause 
more harm than the advent of vandalism 




