HALL, Bishop Milton

Feb. 2, 1921 - Aug. 20, 2006

t he Sabbath day, at 2:58 p.m Aug. 20, 2006, Bishop MIton Hal
tepped on that gospel ship and left this world of sin and went

ailing through the air to fulfill the words of the song he so often
ang. He was at hone surrounded by his wife, Mther Julia Mae and

oved ones. He was born Feb. 2, 1921, in Fordyce, Ark., the second son
o Elder Lewis J. and Mdther Betty Rebecca McCoy Hall, who as

i oneers, founded and built a nunber of missions and churches across
the country. In 1925, the famly noved to |Indiana Harbor, now East

Chi cago

He received his early education in the public school systens of East
Chi cago and Thornton, Ark. Later receiving the Doctor of Divinity
degree from Trinity Hall College and Sem nary.

He was enpl oyed by the Continental Steel Corp., where he was the first
African-American of fered a supervisory position in Kokono. Although he
was flattered by this prestigious offer, he declined because it called
for a decrease in wages. He served as a union steward for the United
Steel Workers of Anerica Local #2958, retiring in 1976. Bi shop Hal

was married to Mother Julia Mae “Ruth” Watson Hall. To this union was
born three sons and one daughter. Their children are carrying on the
spiritual heritage of their father; Elder MIton L. Hall Jr., senior
pastor of Grace Menorial Institutional COd C, Kokono; Elder Lewis J.
Hal |, associate pastor of Grace Menorial Institutional COd C, Kokono
and Mot her Joyce M Rice, first lady of New New Bet hany COd C, Marion.
At the tender age of 10, the young lad, MIton sat in the chair of

Bi shop Charles Harrison Mason, the national overseer

When rebuked and told to get down, he adamantly refused to budge.

Bi shop Mason while prayi ng would pat himon his head, only then would
he get out of the chair. Bishop Hall cherished and shared this nmenory
often, believing he received a special anointing from Bi shop Mason. As
a young nman Bi shop Hall was privileged to chauffeur his aunt, Mother
Nancy Ganbl e, as she established churches across the nation. She was
the state nother of Indiana and Illinois and a pioneer in the early
Church of God in Christ. Little did Bishop Hall know that the seed
being sown in himwould spring up and flourish.

Due to the tragic events leading to the death of his infant son

Edward Thomas, Bishop Hall’s heart was touched and in his brokenness,
he reached out to God. He was saved and sanctified in Cctober 1949. In
1951, he accepted the call to the ministry and was ordai ned in 1958.
He dedicated his life to the Lord and in service to God's people in
many capacities; deacon, mnister, elder; co-pastor with his father of
Grace Menorial COQ C, pastor of Grace Menorial Institutional COd C and
past or of New New Bet hany COG C,

Marion; district Sunday School superintendent, state chairman of
Sunday School departnent, chairman of public relations, district
superintendent, adm nistrative assistant of First Jurisdiction under
Bi shop Wlliam O Bl akely; Chisca Headquarters renovation conmittee,
nati onal renovation of church property conmttee and of ficial

conmi ssioner COG C Inc. International Constitutional Convention

In Novermber 1988 he was appoi nted Bi shop of the First Ecclesiastica
Jurisdiction of Indiana. Under his |eadership, First Jurisdiction
becane unparallel ed. He established the Mother Betty Hall Fine Arts
Department and the Schol astic Mtivational Mnistries; instituted the
church extensi on and schol arshi p banquet to financially aid pastors



and to assist deserving students in the jurisdiction of their pursuit

i n higher education; established G ace Menorial Institutional Church
as jurisdictional headquarters and al so established the Jurisdictiona
Youth and Fanmily Retreat. He allotted a seat on the executive board to
supervi sor Dorothy M O Blade, an honor previously awarded only to
men. Bi shop Hall conmm ssioned the book titled, “Enbracing the Past,
Bui I ding the Present, and Looking to the Future.” This book, published
and distributed in 1995, detailed the history of the COd C church in
the state of Indiana. This list is only a glinpse of the
acconplishnents in the Iife of Bishop Hall.

Bi shop was the unofficial architect of the original Gace Mnorial
conpl ex. The plans he drew were so precise that only one change was
needed to obtain the state’s approval. The state buil ding conm ssion
had difficulty believing that Bishop had devel oped those plans. Mny
in the comunity were touched by the vision and generosity of Bishop
Mlton L. Hall. He had a heart to mnister to the needs of everyone,
fromthe babies to the seniors. He was affectionately known as the
“father of pastors” in the |local community. He organized his

benevol ence i nto, New Begi nning Alliance Food and O othing Pantry,
GM C Daycare and Project Spirit, an after school tutoring program

Bi shop was a nman who was tender enough to give candy to children, even
during service, to being fearless enough to pick up hitchhikers on the
danger ous hi ghways and offer thema warm neal. Bishop visited and

hel ped those incarcerated to gain their freedom H's generosity was so
wel I known that it reached all the way to the courthouse. He was asked
by city officials, “Please do not give to anyone el se that knocks on
your door.”

Bi shop Hall bel onged to several civic organizations; Conmunity
Chapl ai n, ADELPHOS M nisterial Alliance, lifetinme nmenber of NAACP
Mayor’s Advisory Conmittee, Mayor’s Block Grant Conmittee, Mayor's
Citizens Review Conmittee for 18 years and political activist. He
received the Mayor’s Achi evenent Award and was awarded the very
prestigious, State of |Indiana Council of the Saganores of the Wabash
by Gov. Evan Bayh. Bishop was a sinple, but also a very conpl ex nman

He was a gi ant anbng nen; perhaps had he been born at a different tine
and with a European

background he woul d’ ve been in the roll call wth Joseph Kennedy,
John-Paul Cetty and John D. Rockefeller. He was a man of vision and
intellect. A progressive man but also a traditional nman. He was a man
of the Earth; every year with precise dedication he would prepare his
ground for the spring season of planting. Hi s garden was a testinony
to his care and diligence. Even in his illness, the |last week of his
life on this Earth, he could be found in his garden. Sonetimes too
weak to stand, he would sit on the ground and harvest his vegetabl es.
It was a true | abor of |love that he shared with us.

H s | ast weeks were spent ministering to those who visited him As his
heal th began failing the saints and friends cane to visit himfromfar
and near. Instead of thempraying for him he would lay his hands on
and bl ess them Bishop MIton L. Hall Sr. was a shepherd until the
end, seeking to confort his flock

He | eaves to rejoice in his menories his wife, Julia Mae Hall; two
sons, MIton and wife Aenda Hall Jr. and Lewis and wife DeElla Hall;
one daughter, Joyce and husband Edward Sr. Rice, all of Kokono;
grandchil dren, Marietta Wight, Kokono, MIton IIl and wife Valerie
Hal |, Dallas, Ga., Mchael and wife DeAhna Hall, Kennesaw, Ga., Edward
Il and wife Angelica Rice, Indianapolis, l|ana and husband Marcus

McCl ung, Marion, Deljere Hall, Kokonmo and Sherna Hall, Bl oom ngton
great-grandchildren, Rondell and wife |vious Barnes, Afghanistan
Deshana and husband Dewayne M ns, |ndianapolis, Terrance Wight and



Jazzman Wight, both of Mchigan, Tahj Rice, Aria Rice, Donavan Hall,
Nat han Hall, Azeria Rice, N cholas Hall and Sydni Hall; two
great-great- grandchildren, Love and Jacqui ce Barnes; one brother,
Superintendent John D. (Raye) Hall, Fort \Wayne; six sisters,

m ssionary Betty Ruth Clark and nother Mriam W1 son, both of

I ndi anapolis, mssionary Alice Jean, Washi ngton, Mbdther Dorothy
Joseph, missionary Charlotte Corbett and Mother Louise Janes, all of
Kokono; two sisters-in-law, sister Myrtle and husband Rol and Fl ynn,
Chi cago, and Mot her Virginia and husband Leander Tarver, Fort \Wayne;
five godchildren, Katina Barnes, den and d enda Dougl as, Lisa Sinnons
and Dai sha Floyd; many ni eces, nephews and other relatives; nmany
friends and well wi shers; the household of faith and the nmenbers of

I ndi ana First Jurisdiction.

He was preceded in death by his parents; two brothers, superintendent
Janmes Hall Sr. and superintendent. C eophas Hall, Sr.; two sisters,
Hel en and Francis Hall and a son, Edward Thonas Hall.

Local funeral services will be at 5 p.m Sunday with a viewing from3
to 5 p.m Jurisdictional services will be at 7 p.m Mbonday and a
viewing from4 to 7 p.m National services will be at noon Tuesday,
with Bishop Glbert E. Patterson as the chief officiant. Entonbnent
will be in Menorial Park Cenmetery. Al services will be held at Grace
Mermorial Institutional Church of God in Christ, 1417 N Del phos St.
Contact church office at (765) 457-2749, fax nunber is (765) 457-0694
and pl ease use e-nail address nhalljr@ol.comfor any e-nail
correspondence. Arrangenents are entrusted to Bluitt & Son Funeral
Hone.
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